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Galvanized Fasteners in California
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Dezr Valuad Cusicmes,
l2 of galvaniz=d pails, bois.

Lmporzant information concaming the nezd to provide court-ordered varnings for the sat
screws. suaples, washers, and other galvanized fasteners in Califoria is described in this leger.

Thnis lenter is provided by golvanized nail manufacrurers and distributars as part of a court-approved santlem
Izgal azton brought usder a California stanue commonly referred 10 as "Proposidon 657, In this legal acdon, ..‘-.:
plainZF claimed tha: galvarizad nails and other galvanized fastaners (such as gmlvanized bolts, screws, swaples az
washers) require 2 “clear and reasonable” waming under Proposition 65 and that all businesses in the chain of
distmribution, from manufacrurer to retailer, have an obligation to provide such wamings to consumers prior 1o
purch2se becauss the zinc coadng used 1o galvinize niils and other fasieners conmins chemicals listed under
Proposition 65 2s known to the Stare of California to cause cancer and birth defects or other reproductive hzom. The
comganies susd dispuze the plaintiffs' claims, but have agresd 10 take various actions o serde the case.
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Uader the setdement, which has now been entared as an order by the Superior Court, galvanized nails and oth
galvarnized fasteners mav coprimue 10 be sold legally in California. The coust ercler provides that no Proposidez
warnizgs will be required for galvanized nails and other galvanized fasteners mesting cartain zine coating
specifcations. All collated galvanized fasteners and certain electrogalvanized fasteners are also exempt from

Proposition 65 warning requirement.
However, Proposition 65 warning labels and ;:aé}c\gc inserts contzining Proposition 65 wamings will be requirsd for
some salvanired rails and galvanized fastensrs vou may scl] vour custormpers. The manufacturess of these procucts
will be updanng their pacicqge labels to include a Propositon 65 warning as required by the Cowt. In addidern,
manufacrurers that sell such products in bulk will include several package inssrts containing the required Propesizion

L
65 warzing in all boxes weighing in excess of five pounds. Please instruct your sales personnel not to remove
these Proposition 65 warning inserts when they transfer these galvanized prodicces from their packaging into bulk

bins in your California rexail stores.
Remember, not all galvanized nails will require the usz of Proposition 65 warning; labels or package inserts
manufacturers and disoibutors of galvanized nails and other galvanized fasteners will provide the apprepriats
warzning labels and ;:nc!egi.ng inserts when they arc requirsd No further acton is required oo your part providsd
thar your California sales personne! do not remove package inserns containing the Proposidon 65 waming whan
thess have beza providad in a bex of galvanized fastener products weighing in exiess of five pounds.

Ttank you very much for your aucention and cooperation.
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Dear Sir:

” TLC is not making any claims about the hazards of lead or zinc. There is no mors immead:aze
-h2zard in haadling product containing lead or zince supplied by TLC than is normzlly expestzd in
picking up a piece of lead or something coated with zinc.
TLC is only complying with California State law, which states the packags for these items mus:
displzy the following information:
“This product contains chemicals known to the Stare of California o cause cancer and birh
defecis or other reproductive harm. Wash Hands Afier Handling. "
The state of California requires waming labels on any producr composad of or contzining anyv
harmiful chamicals and/or minerals in the event that item might be ingasiad. Of courss, vou
would agres with us that no one would knowingly ear lead, zing, or something contzining lead
and/or zinc. The waming is there to remind people 1o wash their hands to remove Cacas of thesa
metzls that rub off whenever they handle any itern containing them.
Because same of our products are rans-shipped into California by cur customers in cther states

exton Logistics chose to put the labels on 2ll of its products. This complies with Cal:formia

State law and precludes any litigation for lack of proper labeling.
Regzards,
Dean Draper
Product Managar, TLC
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