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Aprit 19, 2000
R:z: Coun-Ordersd Propositon 635 Warning's for Sals of Gaivanuzea Naws, souts, Sarews, Washers and Other

Galvanized Tasteners in California
: i

Dear Valued Custemes,

Irmporzen: informarion concsrning the need to provide cournt-ordered warnings for the sale of galvenized oails, boits.

screws, staples, washers, and other galvanized fasteners in California is described in this lezer.

This lernter is provided by golvanized nail manufacrurers and distibutors as part of a court-approved sanlement of 3
{>g2l acdon brought veder 3 California stanuze comumonly referrad to as "Proposition 65°. In this legal acdon, ta=
plaintT claimed that galvanized nails and other galvanized fasteners (such as gzlvanized bolts, screws, swaples azz
washers) require a "clear and reasonable® warmning under Proposidon 65 and that all businesses in the chain of
distributon, from manufacturer to ratailer, have an obligaton to provide such wamings to consumers prior o
purchase becauss the zinc coating used to galvinize nails and other fasteners conmins chemicals listed under
Propositorn 65 as known to the Srare of California to cause cancer and birth defects or other reproducdve harm. The

companies sued dispute the plaintiffs' ¢laims, but have agre=d to take various actioas to serle the casa.

Uxzde: the settlement, which has now becn enrared as an order by the Superior Court, galvanized pails and other
galvanized fasteners mav contimue 1o be sold legally in California. The count ercler provides that no Propositcz 33
warpings will be required for galvagized nails and other galvanized fasteners mesung canzin zine coating
speciScations. All collated galvanized fasteners and czrizin elecurogalvanized fasteners ars also exempt from 2

Proposition 65 warning requirement
However, Proposition 65 waming labels and package inserts containing Proposition 65 wamings will be required for
some vanized nails and jzed fasteners vou mayv sel] vour custo . The manufacturers of these produc:s
wili be updating their package labels 1o include a Proposition 65 waming as required by the Cowrt. In addidon,
manufacrurerss that sell such products in bulk will include several package inssris containing the required Propesition
§5 warning in all boxes weighing in excess of five pounds. Please instruct your sales personnel not to remave
these Proposition 65 warning inserts when they transfer these galvanized prodi:czs from their packaging into bulk

bins in your California raail stores.
Remember, not all galvanized nails will require the uss of Propositon 65 warning; labels or package insers;
mzanufacrurers and disoibutors of galvanized naijls and other galvanized fasteners wil] provide the appropriats
warning labels and mckaging inserts when they are requirs<t No fusther action is required oz your part providsd
thar your California sales persommel do not remove package insars containing the Proposidon 65 warning when
these have beea providad in a box of galvanized fastener products weighing in excess of five pounds.

Trank yveu very much for your aention and cooperation.

-’gd//nw
Rarmev Keeper
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Decar Sir:
. TLC is not making any claims about the hazards ol lead or zinc. There is no mors immed:ate
hazard in handling produc: contaiaing lead or zine supplied by TL(C than is normally expesiad in

picking up a piecz of lead or something coated with zinc.

g {or thess itzms mus:

TLC is onlv complving with California State law, which s:at2s the zacka

cisplay the following information: ) ) o
“This product contains chemicals known to the State of California o cause cancer and birth

daf2zis or other reproductive harm. Wash Hands Afier Handling.”

Tte state of California requires warming labels on any produci compnosed of or conzining any
a—ful ckemiczls and/or minerals in the event that item might be ingesied. Of course, you

‘ould agres with us that no one would knowingly eat lead, zine, or something containing lezd
-dsor zinc. The waming is there to remind people 1@ wash their hands (0 remove Tcss of thess

i
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meizls that rub off whenever they handle any 1tem contaming them.

Because same of our products are rans-shipped into California by cur custormers in other states,
Iifomia

Texwon Logistes chose to put the labels on 21l of its products.. This complies with Ca
State law and precludes any litigation for lack of proper labeling.

Regards,
Dezan Draper
2:oduct Manager, TLC
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