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Apri! 19, 2000
Re: Court-Ordszrzd Propositon 65 Waming's for Sale of Gaivamuzaa mNaws, souts, Sarews, Wasiers and Oer
Calvarnizad Fasteners in California
A
Dear Valved Cusiomes,
2red svamings for the sale of galvanized oails, bols.

Lpormast informarion conceming the nesd to provids cournt-ord
screws. siaples, washers, and other galvanired fastensrs in California is descstibed in this lemer,
This letier ts provided by galvanized nail manufacmurers and distributors as part of a cowrt-approved saalement of 3
legal action broughs ucder 3 California starute commoenly referred 10 as "Proposition 65, In this legal acdon, the
plaintf claimed that galvanized nails and other galvanized fastaners (such as gmlvanized bolts, screws, staples azs
washers) require 2 "clear and reasopable” waming under Proposidon 65 and that all businesses in the chain of
disoibudon, from manufacturer to retailer, have an obligadon to provide such wamings o consumesrs prior to
purchase because the zinc coating ussd to galvanize nails and other fasteners conmins chemiceals listed under
Proposidon 63 as known to the Siate of California to cause cancer and birnth defects or other reproductve hanm. Ta

companies sued dispuze the plaintiffs' claims, but have agresd 10 taks varions actions o seride the case.

"

Uxnde: the setlement, which has now been entered as an order by the Superior Court, galvanized najls and other
galvanized fasteners mav conrimue 10 be sold legally in California. The court orcler provides that no Proposidoz 33
warnings will be required for galvanized nails and other galvanized fasteners mesting carizin zine coating

specifications. All collated galvanized fasteners and czrain electrogalvanized fasteners are also excmpt from 2
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Propositdon 65 warning requirement

However, Proposition 65 waming labels and packnge ins=rts containing Proposition 635 warnings will be require
some salvanized nails and galvanized fasteners vou mayv sel] vour customers. The manufacturers of these products
wili be updatng their package labels to include a Propositon 65 warning as required by the Court. In addidion,
manufacrurers that sell such products in bulk will include scveral package inssrts containing the requirzd Propesiton

&3 warning in all boxss weighing in excass of five pounds. FPlease instruct your sales personnel not to remove
these Proposifion 65 warning inserts when they transfer these galvanized prodi:czs from their packaging into bulk

bins in your California retail stores

emember, not all galvanized nails will require the uss of Proposition 65 warning; labels or package inserts;
manufacturers and disributors of galvanized naijls and aother galvanized fasteners will provids the appropriats
warning labels and mackaging inserts when they arc requirsdd No further action is requirsd ca your past provi
that your California sales perscmmel do not remove package insans connaining the Proposidon 65 waming when
these have besa providad in a box of galvanized fastener products weighing in excess of five pounds.
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Tracok vou very muck for your attentioa and cooperator.

gd//nw
Barnev Kzener
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Decar Sir:

TLC is not making any claims abourt the hazards of lead or zinc. There is no mors immediaze
hazard in handling product containing lead or zinc supplied by TLC than is normally expeztad in

picking up a piecs of lead or something coated with zinc.

TLC is only complying with California State law, which states the packags for these items mus:
display the following information:
“This product contains chemicals known to the State of California o cause cancer and birh

defzzis or other reproductive harm. Wash Hands Afier Handling.”

are of California requires waming labels on any product comyposed of or conizining anw
122 item™ might be ingasiad. Orf coursz, vou

aining lead

]

I chemicals and/or minerals in the event tha

narmiry
would agres with us that no one would knowingly ear lead, zinc, or somethirg cont
and/or zinc. The waming is there to remind people 10 wash their hands to remove ©T2c=s of thase

that rub off whenever they handle any item containing them.

State iaw and precludes any litigation for lack of proper labeling.

Rezards,
Dean Draper
Product Manzagar, TLC
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